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OUR LAVENDER | FROM THE EDITOR 


The Season Of Pride Is Upon Us 


BY RANDY STERN 


Welcome to the 2023 edition of our Small 
Town/Community Pride issue! 

It is back this year for one reason: You loved 
it! You saw yourselves and your local community 
featured in last year’s edition. We brought a lot of 
communities together – some of which you never 
thought would have a pride celebration. The im- 
pact of last year’s issue was beyond measure! 

Since the deadline passed on last year’s issue, 
we heard from almost a dozen more Pride cel- 
ebrations across the state and beyond our state 
line that never registered on our radar. Some 
responded to last year’s issue asking us “what 
about our Pride celebration? Are you going to 
cover us?” 

I am happy to say that we’re about to present 
over 22 Pride celebrations across Minnesota and 
over the state line. That’s more than the 19 we 
included in last year’s issue. 

These celebrations range from smaller events 
in the Twin Cities and across the state in practi- 
cally every corner of it. There are a few that will 
be celebrating its first Pride event. You might be 
surprised where these events are taking place. 

Given our experience last year, I had to see for 
myself someone of these events firsthand. It was 


quite the variety, from small events in the park 
to larger celebrations. With that said, I thank the 
organizers in Rochester, Pine City, Eau Claire, 
Chaska, and Bloomington for your hospitality and 
community last year. 

Therefore, I have a few notes to share about 
this issue. 

It is always a challenge when you are putting 
on your first Pride event. In this issue, we are fea- 
turing the newest Pride events this year in Hud- 
son, Monticello, Saint Paul and Stillwater. There 
are quite a few that are putting on their second, 
third or fourth Pride event. 


Conversely, it is always great to see some 
events return after years of navigating through 
the COVID-19 Pandemic. Namely, Golden Valley 
Pride. 

If there is a theme that is common amongst 
these Pride events, it is the people. No matter 
what part of the state you go, you can feel the en- 
ergy of Pride. 

On top of spotlighting 24 Pride events in this 
issue, we have a calendar to keep track of these 
and many more from beyond our state lines – in- 
cluding two over the border in Canada! 

You probably heard the term “June is busting 
out all over." So is LGBTQ Pride. We're not even 
done with featuring stories of Pride — wait until 
you see our next issue! 

One thing to take to heart as we dive into 
Pride season: We're all in it together. No matter 
who you are...you are welcomed. You are loved. 
You are protected. You are seen, heard, and up- 
lifted by all of us. 

Now, go ahead and celebrate! No matter 
where you are, attend your nearest Pride celebra- 
tion and be seen, heard, welcomed, loved, and 
protected! ll 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


A Play For All Reasons 


“Something's rotten in the state off Denmark” 
“To thine own self be true” “Oh what a noble mind 
is here o’erthrown,” "Good night sweet prince” 

Whether you ever read the full text in a class- 
room; whether or not you've ever seen the play 
on a stage, you've likely, at some time in your 
life, quoted Shakespeare's Hamlet. Right now, 
the Guthrie is offering you the opportunity to 
discover your sources, and learn even more for 
future use. 

Under the direction of Sir Tyrone Guthrie, 
Hamlet was the first play produced in the epony- 
mous new theater at Vinland Place on May 7, 
1963, and later, 43 years to the day on May 7, 2006, 
directed then by Joe Dowling, Hamlet was the fi- 
nal play produced before the Guthrie's shift to its 
current location. Today, Artistic Director Joseph 
Haj's Hamlet marks the melancholy Dane's fifth 
Guthrie appearance, replete with its own interpre- 
tations, nuances and musical accompaniment, as 
2023 also celebrates the Guthrie Theater's 60th 
Diamond Anniversary. 

What draws one to produce or to attend for 
the first or nth time this most lauded of Shake- 
speare's plays? To not say, “Oh I've seen that,” but 
to return irresistibly to see how Hamlet's shock 
and awe will be presented this time, under this 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


director, with these players? How will those lines 
you may already know be spoken this evening? 

The very fact that so many of the Bard’s 
lines have been familiar for some 400 years can 
be something of a burden for the performer wo 
knows it behooves him to deliver in a voice that is 
fresh and alive, while in turn, the audience waits 
in anticipation; will they receive a mere recitation 
of Shakespeare's written words, or heartfelt emo- 
tions wrung from the living embodiment of the 
character? 

Do you prefer your Shakespeare decked in 
full Elizabethan plumage? In full-on military dicta- 
tor, or draped in le smoking with raised martini? 
Rough or bespoke, Shakespeare can shift your 
universe. Hamlet is suffused with enough passion 
and intrigue to inhabit any century containing 
humankind. There are endless angles for discus- 
sion and comparison, fraught with themes from 
revenge to love to insanity or mommy issues. If 
this be your first Hamlet, you've set the conversa- 
tion bar high. 

Michael Braugher's Hamlet is imposing, even 
as his senses waver; Regina Marie Williams and 
John Catron are regal matching evil with aplomb; 
Ray Dooley's Polonius humorous yet less over- 
stuffed than many before him. In short, a more 


measured, less chaotic interpretation than some 
that intensifies rather than clears the poisoned 
air. 

The sets lean to the brutal, yet the lofty, soar- 
ing verticals and stolid solids, under the mastery 
of Robert Wierzel nuanced lighting, evoke more a 
chill Falling Waters than blindfolds and last ciga- 
rettes. One could think of warming fires within, if 
not for the festering corruption... 

Strike Elizabethan ruffs; these costumes 
are muted, echoing the dark columns rising out 
of sight and suiting the castle's mood and tem- 
perament. King Claudius, is in Hamlet's father's 
place, now married to Queen Gertrude, Hamlet's 
mother. Their estate proclaimed in the cut of 
their clothes, Hamlet's darkness in less courtly 
garments. 

Throughout, musical sighs and riffs enhance 
the action; you finally spot a lone musician just 
offstage, now and then plucking, tapping his 
motley array of instruments as if just by happen- 
stance he's mirroring intensifying, underscoring 
what's transpiring before the footlights. Eerie, 
lovely, unique-like this production. 

On the Guthrie Wurtle Stage through May 11.1 
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OUR | EAT THE MENU 


Take The Cannoli 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


The Godfather was right: Leave the gun, but definitely take the cannoli. At Pinoli, they’re 
terrific: delicate and crunchy pastry tubes filled with creamy, demurely sweet and lemony 
ricotta bolstered with pistachios ($4), just the way they appear in your dreams. 
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Lemon Ricotta, Pistachio Cannolis, Olive Oil Poached Tuna, Spaghetti alla Chitarra, Blueberry Lemon Pinoli Hard Seltzer. Photos by Mike Hnida 


And while you're at it, take the cabbage, too. It's an unexpected hero, a star among many on the anti- 
pasti list that leads off the kitchen's offerings in the new Uptown café housed in the former Amore site. 

'That cabbage! Who would suspect the unsung peon of the vegetable world to steal the glory on a 
list of starters? A huge steamed hunk arrives on a bed of nutty-sweet squash puree, crowned with a 
crunchy coat of savory pecorino cheese under a cloud of bread crumbs: That's it, and it's comfort food 
at its finest. 

The antipasti list (99-14, plus a sumptuous collation of cured meats and cheeses, $23) also showcas- 
es hefty fingers of focaccia with choice of dips that include a deliriously pungent basil-pine nut pesto, a 
suave and creamy meld of white bean puree and rosemary (our choices) or whipped bacalao (salt cod). 

Those namesake pine nuts reappear in a lavish, meant-for-sharing salad of baby greens, herbs and 
pea tendrils anointed with a light red-wine vinaigrette. Other starters include braised mushrooms with 
white beans; roasted broccoli rabe; an enticing-sounding pairing of burrata cheese with golden beets, 
grapefruit and pistachios, and more. 

Five choices confront you on the pasta list (512-14 for half portions, $15-28 full). If I were a rich man, 
as the fiddler sang, Га opt for the spaghetti alla chitarra, $28—house-made noodles tossed with lobster, 
lemon, garlic, chili and butter. 


Instead, we were mightily pleased with our 
plate of ravioli-like pansotti: plump pillows of pas- 
ta, a bit undercooked and on the firm side, cud- 
dling generous dollops of Swiss chard and herbs 
softened with cream and a savory walnut pesto. 
Lovely! The linguine that followed was delicious- 
ly enriched with meaty braised mushrooms and a 
sweet-savory cashew cream (I know: Who would 
have thought?) Next time: the gnocchi tossed 
with seafood or the cascarecce, starring basil 
pesto and Parmesan. 


As our secondo (6 choices, $19 for a frito mis- 
to of calamari and veggies to $46 for a ribeye), we 
voted for the tuna, to be poached in olive oil and 
accompanied by salad greens, fennel, orange and 
olives. I (unwittingly) expected a tuna steak, but 
no—instead, Triscuit-sized slices, ideally ruddy 
but presented cool-to-cold (intentional or not? I 
have no idea) with the same greens we'd enjoyed 
in the earlier salad, this time scented with fen- 
nel, orange and (the menu says) olives, which 
we couldn't locate. ГЇЇ return to attack the lamb 
meatballs or the Great Lakes whitefish, too. In 
the mood for pizza instead? The menu offers five 
inventive combos, $16-22). 

And that cannelloni! Or satisfy your sweet 
tooth with a nutty, chocolate-rich panna cotta or, 
my choice when in Italy in summer's heat, the af- 
fogato al caffe: a glass of chilled espresso harbor- 
ing vanilla ice cream. 

The setting is bright, spacious, and welcom- 
ing. And for parties of four or more, the kitchen 
will orchestrate a specially-coursed menu, $62 
each (add wine, $35 pp). Service was friendly, full 
of info and adept. Benvenuto, Pinoli: a nice addi- 


tion to the dining scene. ll 


Pinoli 

1601 W. Lake St. 
(612) 813-0250 
www.pinoli-mpls.com 
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OUR SCENE | PRIDE CALENDAR 


2023 Regional Pride Calendar 


MAY 20, 2023 

ROCHESTER PRIDE 

Soldiers Memorial Field, Rochester, MN 
www.rochmnpride.org 


JUNE 1-3, 2023 

MILWAUKEE PRIDEFEST 
Summerfest Grounds, Milwaukee, WI 
www.pridefest.com 


JUNE 2-4, 2023 

ABERDEEN AREA PRIDE 
Downtown Aberdeen, Aberdeen, SD 
www.facebook.com/aberdeenareapride 


JUNE 3, 2023 

EAST CENTRAL MN PRIDE 
Robinson Park, Pine City, MN 
www.eastcentralminnesotapride.org 


JUNE 3, 2023 

NORTHFIELD PRIDE IN THE PARK 
Central Park, Northfield, MN 
www.facebook.com/profile. 
php?id=100087417023864 


JUNE 3, 2023 

WAUSAU PRIDE 

Downtown Wausau, Wausau, WI 
www.wausauriverdistrict.org/wausau-pride 


JUNE 9-11, 2023 

MARSHALL PRIDE 

Festival: Independence Park, Marshall, MN 
www.marshallpride.org/home 


JUNE 9-11, 2023 

CAPITAL CITY PRIDE 

Historic East Village, Des Moines, IA 
www.capitalcitypride.org 


JUNE 10, 2023 

BORDERLAND PRIDE 

International Falls, MN and Fort Frances, ON 
www.borderlandpride.org 


JUNE 10, 2023 

GOLDEN VALLEY PRIDE 
Brookview Park, Golden Valley, MN 
www.goldenvalleypride.com 


JUNE 10, 2023 

HASTINGS PRIDE 

Jaycee Park, Hastings, MN 
www.ideaorganization.org/upcoming-events 


JUNE 10, 2023 

ST. PAUL PRIDE 
Rice Park, St. Paul, MN 
www.STPPride.org 
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JUNE 10, 2023 

CR PRIDE PARADE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 
www.crprideia.com 


JUNE 10, 2023 

CHIPPEWA VALLEY PRIDE IN THE 
PARK 

Phoenix Park, Eau Claire, WI 
www.cvlgbt.org/pride 


JUNE 10, 2023 
SIOUX FALLS PRIDE 
Sioux Falls, SD 
www.siouxfallspride.org 


JUNE 10, 2023 
STEVENS POINT PRIDE 
Stevens Point, WI 
www.stevenspointpride.com 


JUNE 15-18, 2023 
CENTRAL WI PRIDE 
Aniwa,WI 
www.centralwipride.org 


JUNE 15-18, 2023 

FERGUS PRIDE 

Festival: Pebble Lake Park, Fergus Falls, MN 
www.facebook.com/FergusFallsSAGA 


JUNE 17, 2023 

LAKES AREA PRIDE 

Lake Brophy Park Visitors Center, Alexandria, MN 
www.facebook.com/LakesAreaPride 


JUNE 17, 2023 

CHASKA PRIDE PICNIC 

McKnight Park, Chaska, MN 
www.chaskamn.gov/131/Human-Rights- 
Commission 


JUNE 17, 2023 
HUDSON PRIDE 
Lakefront Park, Hudson, WI 
www.hudsonwipride.com 


JUNE 17, 2023 

IOWA CITY PRIDE 

Downtown Iowa City, Iowa City, IA 
www.iowacitypride.org 


JUNE 17, 2023 
THUNDER PRIDE 
Thunder Bay, ON 
www.thunderpride.ca 


JUNE 18, 2023 

MAPLE GROVE PRIDE PARADE 
Downtown Maple Grove, MN 
www.facebook.com/profile. 
php?id=100070396981630 


JUNE 23, 2023 

EDEN PRAIRIE PARTY FOR PRIDE 
Staring Lake Amphitheatre, Eden Prairie, MN 
Event starts at 8:30 AM 
www.edenprairie.org/Home/Components/ 
Calendar/Event/19928/17 
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JULY 7-8, 2023 

WEST ST. PAUL PRIDE 

West St. Paul Sports Complex, West St. Paul, MN 
www.wsppride.com 


JULY 8, 2023 

CR PRIDE FESTIVAL 

NewBo City Market, Cedar Rapids, IA 
www.crprideia.com 


JULY 8, 2023 
WRIGHT-SHERBURNE PRIDE 
Ellison Park, Monticello, MN 


AUGUST 3-7, 2023 

STILLWATER PRIDE 

Downtown Stillwater, MN 
www.lavendermagazine.com/stillwaterpride 


AUGUST 10-13, 2023 
FARGO-MOORHEAD PRIDE 
Festival: Island Park, Fargo, ND 
www.fmpride.com 


AUGUST 12, 2023 

LAKE PEPIN PRIDE 

Stockholm Village Park Campground, Stockholm, WI 
www.facebook.com/lakepepinpride 


AUGUST 14-20, 2023 

MINNESOTA POC PRIDE FESTIVAL 
Minneapolis, MN 

www.mnpocpride.org 


AUGUST 18, 2023 
IRON PRIDE 
Silver Lake, Virginia, MN 


AUGUST 25-26, 2023 
CEDAR VALLEY PRIDE 
Waterloo, IA 
www.cedarvalleypride.com 


AUGUST 26-27, 2023 

BEMIDJI PRIDE 

Rail River Folk School, Bemidji, MN 
www.pridesupportnetwork.org/bemidji-pride 


AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 4, 2023 
DULUTH SUPERIOR PRIDE 

Festival: Bayfront Park, Duluth, MN; Parade: 
Downtown Superior, WI 
www.duluthsuperiorpride.com 


SEPTEMBER 8-10, 2023 
BRAINERD LAKES PRIDE 
Gregory Park, Brainerd, MN 
www.facebook.com/brainerdlakespride 


SEPTEMBER 8-10, 2023 

SOUTH CENTRAL MINNESOTA PRIDE 
Riverfront Park, Mankato, MN 
www.facebook.com/scmnpride 


SEPTEMBER 9, 2023 

LA CROSSE PRIDE 

Riverside Park, La Crosse, WI 
www.facebook.com/lacrosse.pride 


SEPTEMBER 14-16, 2023 
DECORAH PRIDE 
Decorah, IA 
www.decorahpride.org 


SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2023 

SAINT CLOUD PRIDE 

Festival: Lake George/Eastman Park, St. 
Cloud, MN 

www.stcpride.org 


SEPTEMBER 23, 2023 
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS PRIDE 
Kordiak Park, Columbia Heights, MN 
www.facebook.com/cohipride 


OCTOBER 7, 2023 
AUSTIN PRIDE 
Cedar River Farmer’s Market, Austin, MN ll 


Dates and times may be subject to change. 
Check event websites. 
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- Precision Haircuts 
- Color Treatments 
- Gift Cards Available 


THE ART AND SCIENCE OF PURE FLOWER AND PLANT ESSENCES 


The West End 
1683 West End Blvd. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(763) 546-1140 


Minnetonka, MN 55343 
(952) 935-0505 


Download the Roosters app or book online at www.roostersmgc.com/locations 
f facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 
6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 
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1960 Donegal Dr. 
Woodbury, MN 55125 
(651) 348-6676 


» Solaris Companies 


The Twin Cities' Finest Contractor 


ASK US ABOUT INSTALLING 


Installs onto existing gutter to keep 
out debris during the summer 
and melt ice and snow 


during the winter. 


Self-Regulating Heat Cable 


Providing home construction and exterior renovation needs, 
including: roofing, siding, windows, gutters, solar panel 
installations, and interior & exterior home remodels. 


(612) 402-1173 | erik@solariscos.com | www.solariscos.com 
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South Central Minnesota Pride Unlocks The Key City 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


In south central Minnesota, there stands a tree 
that is more than a tree. 


The tree is a golden ginkgo—in early September, its foliage looks 
like a giant, honey-colored snowflake. The tree is not the tallest seedling 
in the area, not by a long chalk, but it’s firmly rooted, its future rich 
with xylem and promise. The golden ginkgo is surrounded by a green 
commons, and the green commons is surrounded a town and a river. 
The town and the river are surrounded by fields of corn and wheat and 
soybeans. The river flows, the wind blows, the billowed water and the 
willowed air whispering to the tree in the same golden voice. 

Under the tree’s bole, a bronze plaque reads: 


In memory of Jessica Flatequal 
1973-2019 

Nevertheless, she persisted. 

In love, pride, and power, 


This tree is the living commemoration of a Mankato queer icon, dedi- 
cated by her widow, Maria Bevacqua. “I chose this location because 
Pridefest was held in Riverfront Park for many years, under Jessica’s 
direction,” Bevacqua explains. “She had a great relationship with city 
administrators and staff, which helped make Pridefest such a successful 
annual event.” 
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That’s putting it mildly. South Central Minnesota Pride’s first Pride- 
fest was little more than a Walton family picnic, minus the Blue Ridge 
Mountains: in 2002, 150 folks made a social statement against bias with 
watermelon and Wonder Bread. Although that was no small achieve- 
ment in and of itself, the indefatigable energy of Executive Director Jes- 
sica Flatequal, abetted by many other energies, transformed the humble, 
bighearted pipsqueak of a soiree into an event that attracts thousands 
of people and spans several days during the ninth month of each and 
every year. 

A key to Flatequal’s success was her natural knack for building win- 
win bridges between South Central Minnesota Pride and the city of 
Mankato. “I think one of the things that Jessica left behind with her 
legacy was as an example-she set an example as a leader, like always 
acting unselfishly,” current South Central Minnesota Pride committee 
member Jeremy Redlien posits. “She was a tireless leader, completely 
devoted to LGBTQ rights, somebody who is always going to be fighting 
for people. for everybody.” 

Flatequal died of liver disease at the tragically-young age of 46, but 
her legacy, Pridefest, still grows within Riverfront Park...just as surely 
as does her tree of life. This year, late on the morning of September 9, 
during the Pride Parade—or, more precisely, during the Jessica Flate- 
qual Pride Parade-school boys and school girls and queer folk and 
straight allies will jig down Mankato’s Riverfront Drive, happily nudged 
by a marching band beat. 
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Expressions of Pride won't be visible just in front of parade 
spectators, though—those expressions will be visible behind the 
spectators, as well: rainbow flags will have been distributed as to- 
kens of gratitude to the local businesses who will willingly shutter 
their shops for one day in deference to the parade route, in sup- 
port of Pride. Notes South Central Minnesota Pride committee 
member Megan Poehler, “When you're walking down the parade, 
and you see all the businesses have flags in their windows. They'll 
keep it up year round." 

The bliss-kissed anarchy will terminate at Mankato's Riverfront 
Park where Pridefest 2023 will unfold in earnest. That shindig is 
scheduled from noon to 4:00 pm and will include, according to the 
website, “А Drag Show, Vendors & Food, a Kids Activity Tent, and 
more!" An entire weekend-plus of events will tether to this tent 
pole, including a cause especially dear to Flatequal who, during 
her day job, served as the Director of Gender and Sexuality Pro- 
grams and adjunct professor at Minnesota State University. "This 
year, as an organization, we look to continue to grow our efforts in 
educational programming," declares Charlie Johnston, the current 
board chair for South Central Minnesota Pride. “We’ve done a lot 
to partner with other organizations throughout the community." 

In a mostly-rustic environment like South Central Minnesota, 
the need for Pride's benefits are perennial...so South Central Min- 
nesota Pride's work is perennial, as well. “We try to do at least one 
event per month,” Johnston reports. “We host a Queers and Beers 
event once a month, as well as a Queers and Coffee event where 
people can just get together and connect with other people and 
a way to make new friends, to find LGBTQ- friendly, welcoming 
businesses around town. We see a lot of success with our monthly 
social events." 

Currently, this welcoming is most sorely needed within a specif- 
ic demographic. “I think that as we continue to focus on youth pro- 
gramming, that's going to expand," predicts Lisa Wood, another 
South Central Minnesota Pride committee member. ^We're pretty 
excited about that because when you go to some of these events 
and see the youth having a safe space to be, and understanding 
what that means for them, it all starts at home." 

Some of Flatequal's work remains undone, some hearts hard- 
ened and some minds unchanged...for now, anyway. "There are 
people who are not there yet," Johnston admits. "That helps us to 
remember that we still have work to do and still want to continue 
that education to change people's minds and help people under- 
stand that it is okay to be a welcoming, safe environment." 

But no matter how welcoming or safe its environment, a tree 
can't have lengthening branches without dependable roots. “We 
[South Central Minnesota Pride] continue to see growth every 
year," Johnston says. "Last year was our biggest for the parade, 
biggest for the number of vendors that we had in our park, in the 
festival, as well as the highest attended festival, so we're excited to 
see that grow, continue each year and see more and more people 
come." 

Jessica Flatequal's twin legacies of Pridefest and the golden 
ginkgo—both alive and lively, both rooted in Riverfront Park—will 
stretch into the future...simply because each has to. “As we think 
about the legacy in the organization that Jessica helped to build," 
Johnson concludes, “I think it was a groundbreaking effort at the 
time to really think about what we can do to make sure the com- 
munity is inclusive to everyone." 

www.scmnpride.org li 
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Austin Pride 


BY AURORA SMITH 


Closing the year’s Pride season, the city of Austin welcomes on 
October 7th, with the festivities starting at 12:00 PM with the festival 
being held at the grassy area across the street from the Paramount 
Theatre (125 4th Avenue NE). 

Austin Pride is still in the planning stages but expect both family 
and night time fun! The family fun part is hosted by Austin’s Human 
Rights Commission. Nighttime fun will be hosted by the local bar 
commission in Austin. There will be local vendors from businesses to 
informational booths, food trucks, and entertainment. 

Their hometown drag queen, Roxi Manacoochi, will be the main 
talent. 


~ 


History 

2022 was Austin’s first-ever Pride festival, with about 800 people 
in attendance. Local vendors like Everything Succs (Succulents and 
Plants) and Phynix Farm Candle were there, as well as informational 
vendors like Planned Parenthood, The Trevor Project, and Trans Em- 
powerment Project. 

There were also food trucks like B-Lo Zero Sno Cones Donuts, In- 
fuznFoods, La Borinqua Puerto Rican Food, and Cookie Dough Bliss. 

Children enjoyed face painting, field games, chalk drawings, a bal- 
loon arch, and more. Local artist Mason Pacholl and PAPA from the 
local Riverland Community College provided entertainment. 


2023 and Things to Do 

This year, they expect to double the entertainment and fun, cre- 
ating an atmosphere where everyone can be themselves. “We want 
to give hope to the younger generations that they have support and 
they are wanted,” said An Le, Austin’s Pride Board Committee Chair. 

While in Austin, enjoy dozens of types of delicious restaurants, 
from American to Mexican and more. Sip delicious coffee as you ex- 
plore history or art museums, take in a show, or explore Lake Louise 
State Park. li 
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Brainerd Lakes Pride 


BY GABRIELLE REEDER 


The best part about Pride is that it isn't subjected to a single week- 
end or month per year. One of the communities celebrating Pride in 
September is Brainerd Lakes. The Brainerd Lakes Pride Organization 
focuses on three important keywords through their non-profit: accep- 
tance, awareness, and advocacy. This year's activities kick off on Fri- 
day, September 8, and run through Sunday, September 10. 

Every year, the team strives to elevate community presence and 
strengthen the LGBTQ community through activities, involvement, 
and outreach. Each day, the pride extravaganza offers wondrous ac- 
tivities for all ages. Put on your disco shoes and hit the dance floor 
because participants will boogie during the free dance party on the 
first day of the festival. On Saturday, picnics and family activities oc- 
cur from 10 am to 4 pm. On the final day of the festival, the highly 
anticipated drag brunch will delight and dazzle attendees during the 
midday meal. 

Ariel Erickson is the president and co-founder of Brainerd Lakes 
Pride and works with Executive Director and co-founder Adam Spar- 
row to bring the three-day celebration to Brainerd Lakes. The Brain- 
erd Lakes Pride Organization needs a few volunteers for this year's 
Pride in the Park event. The flyer asks queer people living in rural 
Minnesota to share kid-friendly stories on September 16 during the 
Pride in the Park event. Reports may be sung, written, spoken word, 
or signed. 

In between pride festivities, take a day trip to Gull Lake and reflect 
on the day, or relax your mind during a hike on Paul Bunyan State 
Trail. E 
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Chaska Pride Picnic 


BY LINDEN M. BAYLISS 


Save the date for Chaska’s annual Pride Picnic, Saturday, June 
17 from 3-6 pm at McKnight Park! This will be the third year for 
this Chaska celebration, a collaboration between the Chaska Human 
Rights Commission (HRC), Chaska High School Gender and Sexuality 
Alliance, and the Chaska Parks and Recreation department. 

The Pride picnic is a family-friendly, community event where 
folks can gather in one of Chaska’s public spaces to celebrate their 
LGBTQ community and the rich diversity they bring to Chaska. This 
Pride event is unique in that it is planned in collaboration with local 
high school student members of the Chaska High School Gender and 
Sexuality Alliance Club, so there are a lot of activities centered around 
youth and creativity — tie-dying, face painting, jewelry-making, and 
even a community art project that everyone is invited to participate in! 

The event will include free ice cream (and a non-dairy alterna- 
tive) provided by the HRC along with food truck options. The Carver 
County Library will be present as well as some local businesses and 
organizations. A DJ will be there as well to provide the backdrop and 
keep the energy going throughout the afternoon! 

Says the Human Rights Commission, “This is really about build- 
ing community, and making sure that our LGBTQ residents and their 
friends and families feel seen, valued, and supported. This is just our 
third year, and we keep growing, so the HRC hopes that it continues to 
be an event that people want to attend." E 


Chaska Pride Picnic 

Saturday, June 17 * 3-6 pm 
McKnight Park 

2905 McKnight Rd., Chaska, MN 
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Columbia Heights 
Pride 


Who says all the fun has to stay in June? Join the annual commu- 
nity pride celebration in Columbia Heights on Saturday, September 
23 from 10 am - 4 pm in Kordiak Park. 

The Columbia Heights Pride Festival is a “big-city” event with a 
small-town feel. (Fun fact: they were last year’s Lavender Community 
Pride cover story!) Held in the beautiful Kordiak Park, it is a more 
intimate and community-focused event than some of the bigger cel- 
ebrations. 


cow 


% 
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A true family-friendly event, middle and high school students аге 
encouraged to attend -bring your pride flags and buttons! Some of 
their most popular events and activities include face painting, live mu- 
sic, dancing, pet “paw-rade,” a playground for the kiddos, and family- 
friendly vendors and performers. These activities are a priority so 
people of all ages can attend and feel safe and accepted. 

This year, they are excited to welcome back some of their most 
popular musical performers, including Calliope Women’s Chorus, 
Lily Kleinschmit, Lisa Deguiseppi, Transcendence Cabaret, and King 
Kiki. Other amazing performances will conducted by students who 
live right there in the community! 

Also returning is last year’s big hit, the Pride Pet “Paw-rade,” in 
which dogs show off their costumes and rainbow colors while parad- 
ing around the park with their humans. 

And no Pride festival is complete without delicious food! They 
currently have KCM Eggrolls confirmed and are looking for two 
more. If you have a food truck and are interested in participating, 
please reach out to pride@heightsnext.org. Ш 


Columbia Heights Pride 

Saturday, September 23, 10 am -4 pm 
Kordiak Park 

1845 49th Ave NE, Columbia Heights, MN 
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Duluth-Superior Pride 


BY SUSAN SWAVELY 


A week of fun Pride events you can’t miss out on is the Duluth- 
Superior Pride, happening from August 31st-September 1st. 

For the past few years, Abby Gannon has served as co-chair and 
treasurer of Duluth-Superior Pride, which is a series of Pride events 
that take place during the week leading up to Labor Day. Gannon 
says, “We have local businesses hosting many things throughout the 
entire week including drag shows, family events, teen and youth pro- 
grams, the Pride Parade and even a 3-hour train excursion up the 
North Shore. It all culminates with our day long festival at the beauti- 
ful Bayfront Park on the shore of Lake Superior in Duluth, MN." 

'The more intimate events begin as early as the Monday or Tues- 
day before Labor Day, but Gannon tells us “our official kickoff event 
will be Thursday August 31st at the Depot in downtown Duluth with 
our Mayor's Reception, followed by our biggest events going on 
through the weekend and finishing up on Labor Day itself." 


Visitors should expect a huge festival on the Saturday of Labor 
Day weekend, which exhibits more than 120 vendors, food, music, 
drag, and other entertainment, as well as programming designed 
specifically for children. That's not all, though! Gannon says, "Other 
events include the PartyX light and music party at the Duluth Flame 
on Friday night, the annual Block Party in Superior at the Superior 
Flame and the Main Club, the Pride Parade on Sunday in Superior, 
drag shows, the Foo Foo Choo Choo train excursion also on Sunday, 
and much much more." 

Pride is so much more than a celebration of who we are as a com- 
munity. Gannon says it best: "Pride gives everyone a chance to freely 
express themselves in a safe environment and connect to their own 
communities as well as give us the visibility to show the world that 
we are here and continue to deserve the same love and acceptance 
as everyone else." 

For a full list of events and times, visit www.duluthsuperiorpride.com Ш 
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East Central 
Minnesota Pride 


BY SUSAN SWAVELY 


East Central Minnesota possesses a ton of pride every year, and 
this upcoming pride month is no different! The 18th annual ‘Pride in 
the Park’ event is happening for all to enjoy in downtown Pine City, 
Saturday, June 3rd, 2023. This event celebrates the Pride of LGBTQ 
folks in the communities of Pine, Isanti, Chisago, Kanabec, and Mille 
Lacs counties. 

This year’s theme is “Pride Alive, 365,” and as organizer Don 
Quaintance says, “Pride is more than just one day out of the year... 
For us, it’s personal. Pride is alive in us 365 days a year.” 

Pride is always important; East Central Minnesota knows this 
intimately, and has a rich history concerning LGBTQ Pride. In fact, 
according to Chair of East Central Minnesota Pride, Phil Schroeder, 
“East Central Minnesota Pride was born in 2005, as a fifth anniversary 
of the East Central Men’s Circle, a discussion group for gay, bisexual, 
and questioning men of the region. It was the first rural pride to be 
held not only in Minnesota, but anywhere outside of a metro area.” 

East Central Minnesota Pride is extremely excited to welcome 
Mark Joseph and the American Soul, as well as Jacob Mahon and New 
Salty Dog, back to the stage for a Pride performance! In addition, the 
Roxxy Hall Band, an all-women rock-n-soul ensemble, beloved to the 
Midwest since the 1980s, on the pride stage for the first time! You don’t 
want to miss out on this beautiful display of LGBTQ joy this summer! 

Check out more details at www.eastcentralminnesotapride.org Е 
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Fergus Falls Pride 


BY RANDY STERN 


Now in its third year, Fergus Falls and SAGA Youth (Sexuality and 
Gender Alliance) will be celebrating its Pride celebration June 15-18. 

Activities begin on the 15th at Spies Market Pavilion (117 S. Union 
Ave.) until 8:00 PM. This kick-off event will have both vendors and 
community support/educational tables. 

On Friday, a Pride Party will be held to honor the late Jette Frand- 
son - the inspiration for the formation of SAGA Youth - who passed 
away prior to last year's Fergus Pride. The party will be held at Fergus 
Brewing (1683 Ottertail Dr.). 

On Saturday evening, the Catwalk Party will return to the stage 
at the Dining Car #423/Steel Wheels (423 S. Cascade St.) starting at 
8:00 PM. 

Fergus Pride culminates with the Pride in The Park at Pebble Lake 
Swimming Beach (2300 Pebble Lake Beach Dr.). 

With a weekend full of activities, you probably want some wind- 
down time. Located near the source of the Mississippi River, Fergus 
Falls is a center for great recreational opportunities. With the Otter 
Trail Scenic Byway, you can enjoy great landscapes while taking the 
history and the beauty of this part of Minnesota. 

Why not spend the extended weekend in Fergus Falls and cel- 
ebrate Pride? Lavender Magazine 2022 Community Award winner 
Krystyne Frandson, along with the SAGA Youth board, its members, 
the LGBTQ community in Otter Tail County and beyond, along with 
the city of Fergus Falls welcomes you! 

For more information, log on to SAGA's Facebook page for the lat- 
est updates: www.facebook.com/FergusFallsSAGA ll 
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Golden Valley Pride 


BY LINDEN M. BAYLISS 


'They're back! After a pandemic-induced hiatus, Golden Valley 
Pride is excited to announce they are back this year to celebrate 
their fifth annual Pride festival on Saturday, June 10 from 12 -6 pm 
at Brookview Park. 

Did you know that Golden Valley has more LGBTQ households 
per capita than any city in Minnesota? This awesome suburban pride 
celebration highlights the city's LGBTQ families, friends, and allies in 
the spirit of promoting greater understanding of Golden Valley's rich 
and growing diversity. Golden Valley Pride Festival began in 2016 and 
was the first suburban pride festival in Minnesota, attracting roughly 
5,000 attendees each year. 

You can look forward to food and drinks from vendors like 
Junebug Carolina Flair, Ben & Jerry's, and Rollin Nollins BBQ. Don't 
forget to stop by the beer and wine garden to enjoy craft beer from 
Utepils, cider from Sociable Cider Werks and plenty of wine options. 

There are activities for the whole family at Golden Valley Pride 
so you can surely bring the younger ones along! This year will in- 
clude bouncy houses, obstacle courses, and even Giant Jenga for the 
younger crowd. 


— е ҸЕ | PAIN 


| NO CHECKS MENSE : 
Tür $5 

ME 1l 

^| тикш 
пиш р 


And, brand new this year, Golden Valley Pride will have two stag- 
es full of entertainment, one large main stage sponsored by General 
Mills and one smaller community stage on the other side of the park, 
for double the music. This year you can enjoy performances from 
musical groups like The Freedom Jazz Band, Outloud!, Jen Burleigh- 
Bentz, and more. 

If you're looking to get your game on, Golden Valley Pride is also 
holding a few new sporting events this year: the GLASS Volleyball 
'Tournament and Stonewall Sports Kickball exhibition games. You 
can register for these events online, make sure to register for vol- 
leyball by June 1! 

Golden Valley Pride couldn't happen without all of its sponsors, 
and they want to thank all of the individuals and local businesses who 
have showed their support for 2023. 

They can't wait to see you again! li 


Golden Valley Pride 

Saturday, June 10 • 12- 6 pm 

Brookview Park 

200 Brookview Pkwy. N., Golden Valley, MN 
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Hastings Pride 


BY GABRIELLE REEDER 


Hastings rings in its 3rd annual Pride celebration this year dur- 
ing the weekend of June 10 through June 12. Celebrating the third 
year of a successful Pride festival is no small feat, and the activities 
planned this year represent the tremendous community support 
toward the LGBTQ+ community. 

The Pride festival launches fun-filled activities on June 10. The 
public is invited to an endless array of talent demonstrations, food 
trucks, business vendors, community outreach booths, games, 
open mics, and live performers. 


However, the peak of the festivities lies in the Pride parade. 
On Saturday, June 11, walkers, marchers, performers, and guests 
collide for a community-backed parade with lots and lots and lots 
of floats dedicated to backing the LGBTQ community in Hastings. 
Anyone can participate in the parade as long as they fill out a li- 
ability waiver. 

While exploring the Pride offerings in Hastings, don’t forget to 
check out the other amenities offered in the city. Extreme Sand- 
box allows adults to tap into their inner child by riding in real ex- 
cavator machines on obstacle courses or regular sand. If you’re 
not feeling up for the adrenaline surge, opt in for a walking tour of 
the Victorian city. Stop for lunch at Froth and Cork, an LGBTQ+- 
friendly business doubling as a cutesy coffee and sandwich shop 
with beer and wine options. For an authentic Mexican meal, dine 
in at El Mexican and feast on delicious enchiladas and quesadillas, 
and after, take a stroll to Schoolhouse Scoop to satiate that sweet 
tooth. Ё 


шә) Ариох Aq ojoud 


comm 


JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION 


A block party celebration 
of Juneteenth 


June 11, 2023 | Emerson Ave. 
bridgeforyouth.org 


THE BRIDGE 
FOR YOUTH 


LES JONES ROOFING 


kkk 


475 Rating Google 


SERVING THE MPLS AREAIN ALL 
WEATHER CONDITIONS FOR OVER 40 YEARS. 


952.206.6775 


NATIONAL 
Ы А+ mi | CONTRACTORS 
BBB | Rating L ASSOCIATION 


Les Jones Roofing | 941 W 80th St, Bloomington, MN 55420 | 952-206-6775 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 23 


La Crosse Pride In 
The Park 


BY AURORA SMITH 


This year’s La Crosse Pride in The Park will be held on September 
9th from 11:00 AM-6:00 PM at 16 E Veterans Memorial Drive in La 
Crosse, Wisconsin. 

As we get closer to September, Pride in the Park is shaping up to be 
a big hit. To start with the entertainment, Moon Tunes is joining the 
festivities with live music from 4-10pm. Moon Toons of La Cross is a 
Valley Rotary Project proud to bring free concerts to Riverside Park. 

As you enjoy the music, grab a bite at one of several food trucks 
attending the event. Enjoy Mia’s Kitchen, Apothik, Taco Town, and 
more. Enjoy pasta, sliders, burgers, ramen, and of course tacos as you 
stroll the vendor booths. 

Speaking of vendors, there are dozens that come to Pride each 
year. Jewelry, clothing, arts and crafts, baked goods, as well as a multi- 
tude of informational booths will be there for you to explore. 

Pride in the Park is expecting about 1500+ people to attend, so get 
ready for a fun crowd and exciting day! 

Pride is a fantastic time for the LGBT+ community to celebrate the 
uniqueness that makes us who we are. 


Things to Do 

And while you're in La Crosse, there's lots of places to visit. For the 
sportier types, you can kayak, fish, or cruise the Mississippi. There 
are historic monuments and downtown areas to enrich your trip, plus 
art museums and theater to soak up some culture. (Artist's Alley is a 
particularly nice hidden gem!) Enjoy shopping at local stores or sit 
back and sip a craft brew. Ё 
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Marshall Pride 


BY AURORA SMITH 


Located in Southwest Minnesota, the city of Marshall welcomes 
to you their Pride on the weekend of June 9-11. This year is the third 
annual Marshall Pride! 

The weekend's events are as follows: 

Friday June 9th: Lavender graduation for grads from high 
schools and colleges at the Varsity Pub (128 W Main St.) in Marshall 
at 6:00 PM. Karaoke party at Varsity Pub to follow. 


Saturday June 10th, 7:00 PM: Enjoy Marshall Pride's second 
community Drag Show at Brau Brothers (1010 E. Southview Dr.). 
Newer and more experienced performers will join local and Twin Cit- 
ies performers. Show to be emceed by Miz Diagnosis, a Twin Cities- 
based drag performer. 

Sunday June 11th: Pride in the Park at Independence Park 
(1200 E. Lyon St.) in Marshall from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. This day 
will feature food, craft, and other vendors. Also present will be non- 
profits to show their support, an ecumenical church service, a 5K 
marathon, pet adoption, live music, and more. 


History 

In summer 2021, Marshall's LGBTQ community and longtime al- 
lies came together to organize the first community-wide Pride. They 
wanted the queer youth of Marshall to hear voices of love and sup- 
port. About 150 people attended with a potluck, games, music, and 
nonprofits present to show their support for the local LGBTQ com- 
munity. 

Pride 2022 included Marshall’s first community drag show at 
Brau Brothers. The venue sold out and the Saturday night events saw 
about 200 people attend. That Sunday in the park included vendors, 
games, a kids' area, bounce houses, and more. 

Every year, the goal with Pride is to help more people be brave 
enough to stand up and speak the truth that queer kids deserve to 
be affirmed.! E 
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Minnesota People of 
Color Pride Festival 
2023 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


*...the colors of the rainbow so pretty in the sky, 

Are also on the faces of the people going by..." 

The lyrics of the Bob Thiele and George David Weiss song 
“What a Wonderful World" remind us that Pride is all around if 
only we're wise enough to see it. As a means to that end, the Min- 
nesota People of Color LGBTQ+ Pride Organization will host an 
event where folk who bear the brunt of two specific minority sta- 
tuses—queer and non-white—can meet new people, have conver- 
sations, share experiences, and build a more diverse queer com- 
munity. MN POC Pride will be observed August 14th through 
August 20th, 2023. The particulars of the days-long celebration 
are still being ironed out, but past MN POC Prides have included 
a Mister and Miss Twin Cities Black Pride Pageant as well as a 
downright-funkadelic boat ride, among many other events. 


The Minnesota People of Color LGBTQ+ Pride Organization 
delivers pride by the S.L.I.C.E.—that is, Pride via the means of 
Sociability, Literary, Inclusion, Charity, and Education. These 
principles guide the organization’s other services, offered even 
when the days aren’t long and the leaves aren’t green. As de- 
lineated on their website, “Our desired outcome for this project 
is to open doors and carve pathways for people of color and ad- 
dress health disparities in our communities. We are inspired to 
construct bridges and fill in the gaps between groups of color and 
mainstream LGBTQ+ associations.” In other words, the Minne- 
sota People of Color LGBTQ+ Pride Organization is determined 
to make everyone’s world into a wonderful world. 

www.mnpocpride.org li 
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2 BIG PRIDE EVENTS 


Л Presented by 
[ч 


L MALL OF AMERICA 


JUNE 1, 2023 • 5:30-8:00PM 


GRANADA 


Uptown Minneapolis' Food Music + Event Hotspot 
3022 Hennepin Ave. * Minneapolis 
granadampls.com 
Host Partners: Ma'am Social Club, Quorum and The Uptown Association 
Pick up your copy of Lavender’s 2023 Pride Edition, America's largest Pride issue. 


Visit with representatives from Twin Cities Pride and find out all the fantastic events 
they have planned for this Pride Month. 


Visit with representatives from local LGBTQ and allied businesses and organizations. 


~ Visit with representatives from local LGBTQ, college and pro sports teams/leagues. 


COME AS YOU ARE * NO DRESS CODE * FREE TO ATTEND * EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
ае Enjoy cash bar апа complimentary light hors d'oeuvres 


FREE gifts to the first 100 attendees 
Register to win great prizes, including gift cards to area businesses and tickets to theater and sporting events. 


Plenty of parking available on surrounding streets and across from Granada Theater at 7 Points Uptown parking ramp. 


LavenderMagazine.com/firstthursday 
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Northfield Pride 
In The Park 


BY RANDY STERN 


Northfield welcomes us to their Pride in The Park on June 3 – 
starting at 12:00 PM. It will be held at Central Park, located at 421 E. 
Fourth St., right at the edge of the Carleton University campus. The 
organizers are expecting crowds around 2,500-3,000 attendees. 


The event will be emceed by meteorologist Sven Sundgaard and 
Robby McEachren. The City of Northfield will be providing the use 
of their mobile stage and the electricity for the event. 

The program for June 3 will include a Drag Story Hour, Pride Car- 
dio with the local YMCA, speeches by local officials, performances 
by local drag performer Mrs. Moxie and Lexi D of the Catwalk Party 
in Fergus Falls. Northfield's trans-owned gym Misfit BJJ will lead a 
self-defense demonstration. The program will conclude with an LG- 
BTQ elders panel. 

Northfield Pride will crowning their 2023 Pride Ambassador. The 
recipient will be a local individual who has done a lot for the LGBTQ 
community this year, voted on by attendees. Plus, they will announce 
the winner of the Pride in the Park Scholarship Award. This is a 
$1,000 award to a graduating LGBTQ high school senior, nominated 
by a teacher or other adult in their life 

The Pride Committee is expecting around 55 exhibitors and ven- 
dors. Vendors will offer food, art and jewelry from LGBTQ artisans. 
You can also connect with statewide resources, such as RECLAIM, 
'Transforming MN, and Trans Soup, along with local organizations 
and churches. 

Come to Northfield and celebrate Pride! E 
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Rochester Pride 


BY AURORA SMITH 


Тыз years Rochester Pride will be held on Saturday May 20th 
from 12:00-5:00 PM at Soldier's Field Memorial Park near downtown. 

Rochester Pride's goal is to provide events for gender identity and 
sexual orientation minority communities and their allies that inspire, 
educate, and celebrate the diverse community. 


History 

Rochester Pride began in 1998 under the name Rochester's Pride- 
fest. The Gay and Lesbian Services of Southeastern Minnesota (GLCS) 
organized and held the event every year for the following two decades. 

In 2022, GLCS passed the event to LGBTQ+ residents who came 
together to form a new nonprofit they named Rochester Pride. 

Rochester Pride is dedicated to celebrating LGBTQ+ identities and 
strives to build upon the previous organization's work as they look to- 
ward the future. As Rochester grows, there are new opportunities to 
support people of all identities and orientations. 


Things to Do 

While in Rochester celebrating Pride, there's lots to do! You can 
explore downtown's exceptional dining, varied shopping, and unique 
nightlife. Enjoy a relaxing day at Rejuvenate Spa or energize yourself 
with a class at Mayo Clinic Healthy Living Program. 

Take in a beverage at one of Rochester's seven different wineries 
and breweries. Or, for the outdoorsy types, the opportunities to enjoy 
running, hiking, skating, biking or walking throughout Rochester are 
endless. 

Arts, culture, history, and entertainment abound in Rochester. Ш 
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Laugh the night away! 


You toss out the suggestions - they 
make up the comedy on the spot! 


Tickets: $28 
Every Fri. & Sat. 


Ticket prices subject to change and availability. 


952.934.1525 
ChanhassenDT.com 
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Saint Paul 
Pride Festival 


BY LAVENDER 


This year, the city of Saint Paul cannot be ignored when it comes 
to celebrating LGBTQ Pride. 

To be held at Rice Park on June 10, the Saint Paul Pride Festival 
will be focused on underserved populations within the LGBTQ com- 
munity. The festival is free to the public and will run from 10:00 AM 
to 7:00 PM. 

The event will be hosted by comedian Ashli Henderson with a 
Pride Stage featuring artists, such as Karaoke King Nikko Blaze, JD 
Steele and his choir, and BdotCroc. A headliner will be announced 
soon. 

Expect various food, drink, and other vendors at the park. Fea- 
tured vendors include Gambit Brewing and MetroNOME Brewery, 
the former featuring a “Pride Beer.” Food will be highlighted by top 
Soul Food Chef Lachelle Cunningham featuring her “Cheesy Grit 
Fritter & Aioli Sauce." “Pride Dogs" will be available from Top Dog 
& Project RestoreMN. 


Saint Cloud Pride 


BY SUSAN SWAVELY 


Even though Saint Cloud seems to celebrate queerness and pride 
all year, September 11th-17, expect to see all of your favorite Saint 
Cloud Pride events back in a big way! 

St. Cloud Pride Chair, Cody Klimek and his team have been hard 
at work making a wonderful schedule of pride events to celebrate this 
year. To start off, St. Cloud will have "Show Your Colors" all week, 
where, according to Klimek, “We encourage the community to display 
their Pride Flags and other decorations outside their businesses and 
homes during St. Cloud Pride Week... to show community support of 
the LGBTQ+ Community.” 

St. Cloud Pride kicks off with a Pride Skate, Monday, September 
11th, and then continues with many more daily events; including a 
Pride and Peace walk on Tuesday, Pride Trivia on Thursday, Youth 
Pride Dance Party and a SCSU Drag Show on Friday, Pride in the Park 
on Saturday at Lake George/Eastman Park, where Klimek says, “Rain 
or Shine, we will be here! This family friendly Pride event will have 
vendors, food vendors, games, art, and musical acts on an outdoor 


A Youth & Families Zone will be set up for all ages. This area will 
have a live mural, interactive arts, interactive activities, interactive 


stage, including a Puppy Parade where people can enter their canines 
in a costumed puppy parade,” and a 21+ Drag show on Saturday night, 
with an afterparty to follow. 

The week concludes with the St. Cloud Pride Parade on Sunday, 
September 17th. 

Don’t miss out on all the fun and support from local businesses 
and organizations. It’s like Klimek says, “It is a time to celebrate our 
uniqueness, our art, and love.” 

To check out the full schedule, visit www.stcpride.org/events and 
scroll to September! li 


3O LAVENDER MAY 18-31,2023 


dance, and much more. 

Event organizer Kyle Rucker stated that “We value our commu- 
nity and want our young people and attending families to have engag- 
ing, educational & intellectually nutritious content." 

Importantly, the Saint Paul Pride Festival is partnered with Proj- 
ect RestoreMN to ensure that the festival “enhances the quality of life 
for young people and raises the bar on how we can model economic 
vitality for our youth and our community's future." 

For more information of the Saint Paul Pride Festival, log on to 
www.stppride.org Ш 


uleis Арион Aq оцоца (Uy) 
SOZJUDH piudos Aq o1oud (уәл) 


= 


fi! Г id a S 
д ) \. N 
UA 1 X H \ З 
A 2 . \ 
л Show Your! 7 
| : n SL. Cloud, МУ 3rd Weel Es 
b 


ӘЕРД ЕМБЕК ЕУ 


f PRIDE IN THE | DRAG SHOW * | 
"PARK WITH & PRIDE AFTER SEDE 
PUPPY PARADE PARTY 


Lake George River's Edge Downtown 


Downtown Convention Center St. Cloud 
St. Cloud and Red Carpet 


VISITST CLOUD-COM 


p . 
exPL isit Greater 
geht ОТА ПІ 5T. CLOUD 


4 


Stillwater Pride 


BY LAVENDER 


The city of Stillwater is ready to welcome the LGBTQ community 
to the shores of the Saint Croix River for a week of activities. The 
festivities will run August 3-7 at various venues across the city. 

It all kicks off with Lavender Magazine’s First Thursday on Au- 
gust 3 at the Water Street Inn (101 Water St., S.) on Papa’s Rooftop. 
The festivities start at 5:30 PM with complimentary hours d’oevres 
and happy hour drink specials. It is free to attend, and everyone is 
welcome to help kick off Stillwater’s Pride week. You get to celebrate 
on a Thursday evening overlooking the Stillwater Lift Bridge. 


| ni | (каты 
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On August 5 and 6, you can take advantage of Stillwater Pride dis- 
counts at participating businesses across the city. You can also take 
advantage of some giveaways and prize drawings at these businesses 
throughout the weekend. 

Sunday morning means brunch. How about a Drag Brunch for a 
cause? The Puppies and Pumps Drag Brunch is happening at the JX 
Event Venue (123 Second St N.) right in the heart of downtown Still- 
water on August 6. While enjoying drag performers along with your 
brunch and cocktails, you can also adopt a pet from the Fur Forever 
Animal Rescue. 

Stillwater’s Pride week does not end until Monday evening, Au- 
gust 7. Join in on the 26th annual Scott Zahren Memorial Cruise on 
the Saint Croix River. This cruise will benefit Hope House of Saint 
Croix Valley. 

For more information on these and more events, log onto www. 
lavendermagazine.com/stillwaterpride li 
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Valley Wide Pride Fest 
Hudson, WI 


BY LINDEN M. BAYLISS 


Live in the Hudson or Saint Croix Valley area? Afraid of missing 
out on all the pride fun? Never fear! Non-profit Hudson Pride Co. is 
putting on their first ever Valley Wide Pride Fest on Saturday, June 17, 
2023 at Lakefront Park in Hudson, Wisconsin, from 9 am- 8 pm. This 
is a full day jam-packed with live music from local LGBTQ+ musicians, 
community vendors, food trucks, and more! 

Dubbed “Valley Wide Pride Fest,” this event calls out to not just 
Hudson residents, but anyone living in the greater Saint Croix Valley 
area, meant to truly celebrate and support the entire Saint Croix Val- 
ley’s LGBTQ+ community. 

This event is family-friendly and will include a kid and teen tent 
with face-painting, a photo booth, and an arts and crafts table. Hudson 
Pride Co. is also working with a local yoga studio to provide a relaxing 
morning yoga session on the lawn in front of the bandshell to start the 
day from 9-10 am. 

If you're looking for places to go after the festival, check out Hop 
and Barrel Brewing (they will have a wrestling match on June 17 with 
Iron Heart Pro, who have been very supportive of Hudson Pride!). 
There are many other great bars and restaurants throughout Hudson 
to check out, so stop on in. 

Valley Wide Pride Fest will also have a few donation boxes to do- 
nate school supplies to local non-profit "The Sharing Tree," upon en- 
try, and encourage everyone who attends the festival to bring a little 
something, it goes a long way! 

Hudson Pride Co. is looking forward to bringing the community 
together, and hopes "this is a culture shift for the area bringing vis- 
ibility, support, and resources to the queer and LGBTQ+ community 
of the Saint Croix Valley." E 

See you there! 


Valley Wide Pride Fest 
Saturday, June 17, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Lakefront Park 

505 First St., Hudson, WI 
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West Saint Paul Pride 


BY GABRIELLE REEDER 


When West St. Paul Pride originated, it focused on creating a safe 
space for the community and allies to gather together and celebrate 
each other. The gathering started as one afternoon filled with stories, 
lunch, bounce houses, and vendor tents. Today, that small gathering 
blossomed into a huge celebration of LGBTQ family and allies. Ac- 
cording to their website, WSP pride continues to expand each year 
as a means to cherish and lift up the LGBTQ folks who call WSP their 
home. 

This year, WSP partnered with the Dodge Nature Center Farm for 
barnyard tours. Attendees could bring a free plus one to their barn- 
yard tour to see baby chickens, pigs, cows, and lambs, on May 6. 

If you like roller skating, WSP has the perfect event for you. On 
July 7, strap on your rollerblades and head over to Harmon Park Hock- 
ey Rink to dance, skate, and mingle during the Pride Skate Party. The 
following day, July 8, meet at the West St. Paul Sports Complex for five 
hours of Pride in the Park. Pride in the Park showcases vendors, per- 
formers, local organizations, and vendors all dedicated to one larger 
idea: to show support and connectedness to the community. The activi- 
ties begin at 11 a.m. and conclude at 4 p.m. 

WSP also presents an annual Community Advocate Award to LG- 
BTQ advocates belonging to WSP or working to help WSP. To nomi- 
nate someone, visit the website and click on the link. E 
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Wright-Sherburne 
Pride 


It’s never too late to develop a Pride tradition. 2023 is the right 
year for Wright, Minnesota, and for Sherburne, too. For the first time 
ever, both Minnesota cities will celebrate joint pride festivities on July 
8 in Ellison Park, Monticello, Minnesota. According to Emma Ham- 
lin, an organizer of this year’s inaugural event, “This will be the first 
ever Wright and Sherburne County Pride event and it will act as a 
celebration geographically bridging both the current St. Cloud and 
[Twin Cities] Prides.” 


^ Ellison Park ^ 


ішч ii 


Hamlin says the itinerary is loaded with fun for all ages. Between 
11 am and 6 pm, attendees can indulge in delightful meals and snacks 
supplied by the best vendors in Minnesota and share their time with 
entertainment by local bands and performers. In addition to live en- 
tertainment, businesses, and educational resources will set up booths 
for visitors to learn more about local organizations' involvement with 
the LGBTQ community and spend time with allies. 

After the activities in the park subside, guests can move to a local 
brewery for a remarkable drag show to showcase Minnesota's best. 

For activities near Ellison Park, take a gander at Lake Maria Park, 
perhaps set up camp to sleep in the middle of nature with Blanding's 
turtles and Ospreys and beautiful wildflowers, or gather the family 
and plan a trip to the Emagine Monticello Theatre for movie screen- 
ings, axe throwing, and one-of-a-kind monster screens. If you're look- 
ing for a quick, eco-friendly way to jet around Monticello, check out 
the Pedego electric bikes. Ш 
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Reclaimed Pride? 


BY MARK SEGAL 


If you ask any of us who were part of or- 
ganizing or marshaling that very first Pride in 
New York in 1970, you would hear one word 
about it: joy. Yes, it was a protest that came one 
year after Stonewall, but it was also a celebra- 
tion of our fighting back. We were celebrating 
a community that we had begun to build that 
included organizations which delivered servic- 
es, information and activities to the LGBT com- 
munity, services that for the first time were not 
centered around then-illegal clubs and bars. 

So, Pride actually translates to protest and 
celebration, and that Pride came from walk- 
ing out of our West Village, Christopher Street 
Ghetto and marching publicly uptown to Cen- 
tral Park. We were Out, Loud, and Proud! 

Today across the country there is a move- 
ment to “reclaim” that Pride. That can’t hap- 
pen, since there can only be one original pride. 
Today’s activists aren't the same as the ones 
who created Pride in New York or Philadelphia. 

The ones who created it in Philadelphia 
were a brave lot. Most were from Gay Activist 
Alliance, Homophile Action League, Gay Raid- 
ers, Radical Queens and Temple Gay Students, 
toss in some fairies, and that was it. 

So who was part of that first Pride in Phila- 
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delphia, and how inclusive were they? I asked 
Tommi Avicolli Mecca, who now lives in San 
Francisco but in the early 70’s was part and par- 
cel of all things LGBT here in Philly. I particu- 
larly wanted to ask about BIPOC, Trans people, 
and non-binary people. 

“As I remember it,” Tommi said, “people 
of color and trans people who were involved 
with the 72 and 73 march include: Cei Bell, 
Kiyoshi Kuromiya, Ada Bello (who was Cuban, 
if I remember correctly); a black lesbian whose 
name I can’t remember, I think she was from 
HAL; possibly Saj and Ray Henry (a black gay 
man from Temple GLF); myself and Sweet Ba- 
sil Razzle Dazzle (from Philadelphia GLF, who 
did genderfuck, also known as radical drag). I 
identified back then as a drag queen or simply 
a queen. I identify now as gender non-conform- 
ing.” 

Saj and I would go on to disrupt TV shows 
as part of the Gay Raiders, but at Pride, Saj did 
his day job, so to speak: he was part of the en- 
tertainment. 

Those early Philadelphia marches in the 
70’s were loose but had many of the elements 
of the New York march. If you took pride in 
yourself and your community, you were wel- 


come to march. It was the one day we'd put 
down our differences and unite. It made it a 
joyous occasion which reminded me of the 
very first Pride in New York 1970 where I was 
а marshal. At about 17th street, I stopped for a 
moment and climbed a pole, and when I looked 
back I could still see people coming out of 
Christopher Street. It sent a chill of happiness 
down my back which I have never felt again in 
all these years. 

Here in Philadelphia in the early ‘70s Prides, 
like New York there was room for anyone and 
any identity, the idea was to make it possible 
for all who wanted to be a part to feel included. 
That went even as far as our parents. 

My mother was one of them. Her last Pride 
was 1977, and at that point she was in the last 
stages of kidney failure, so the Pride Commit- 
tee hired a horse drawn carriage so she could 
be with us one last time. To keep her company, 
Don Pignolet’s mother sat with her, and our fa- 
thers and other parents walked alongside with 
that sign “parents of Gays.” 

In this season of Pride there is only one 
word I have for you: joy. Pride should bring you 
јоу in yourself and your community. li 
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The Other Practical Hybrid 


BY RANDY STERN 


For 23 years, our idea of a practical hybrid vehicle has been the Toy- 
ota Prius. 

It's true. The past three generations of the hybrid hatchback were 
our default. Practical? Yes. Roomy? Yes. Efficient? Absolutely! 

For the past few years, the Prius had some company. Not just from 
its own Toyota lineup, but from its competitors. One of them has slowly 
sunk into our own consciousness. 

We're talking about the Kia Niro. 

Compared to the Prius, the Niro was developed as a crossover, first. 
It was more practical, more spacious, and more versatile. Performance 
was on par with the Prius, but the Niro fell short in fuel economy expec- 
tations and looked even humbler compared the Toyota, 

Now, there is a new Niro for 2023. In this case, Kia decided to shake 
a few things up. It no longer looks like a humble hybrid crossover any- 
more. 

What we get is a future-forward exterior design that takes inspiration 
from Kia's latest models. It is a clean sheet design overall. The headlamp 
units are now lower on the front clip, combined with the lightning units, 
daytime running lights, and turn signals. It is a clean design before you 
get to the roofline. 

'The profile is upright, but not as wagon-esque as in the last genera- 
tion model. Instead of a pane of glass on the C-pillar, our SX Touring 
tester sports a contrasting paint scheme that offsets the main paint job. 
'The taillights frame the upper part of the rear pillar, framing with the 


liftgate’s glass. 

For a sporting look, our SX Touring tester adds 18-inch alloy wheels 
for an extra cool factor. That is the essence of the new Niro — itis now a 
cool looking vehicle. 

Interior-wise, the Niro takes on elements from its more recent mod- 
els. The dashboard and center console gave us EV6 vibes - the battery- 
electric vehicle. The same vibes are found in recent Sportage models 
as well. The full screen digital instrument cluster is shared on the same 
piano black panel with our model’s 10.25-inch infotainment touchscreen. 


Continued on page 40 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 
Community Connection, email 
advertising@lavendermagazine. 
com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
Foster Adopt Minnesota 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@fosteradoptmn.org 
www.fosteradoptmn.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GRANTMAKERS/FUNDERS 
PFund Foundation 

PFund is the LGBTQ+ community 
foundation that provides grants to 
students and grants to non-profits. 
PO Box 3640 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612-870-1806 
www.pfundfoundation.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive service. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55102 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.caliveness.org 
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Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health clinic and 
education center, now in Minneapolis. 
1919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 473-0800 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 
Meeting the health needs of LGBTQ+ 
people and those living with HIV with 
holistic service. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MORTGAGE 

Nonprofit Mortgage Company 
Purchase, refinance, and home equity 
loans. I'll help you with every step of the 
process. NMLS 2259195 1608823. An Equal 
Housing Opportunity 

Betsy Phillips @ 651-274-9367 
www.LoansbyBetsy.com 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire а 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland РІ. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Guthrie Theater 

Open to the public year-round, 

the Guthrie produces classic and 
contemporary plays on three stages. 
818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Designate Thomas 
Søndergård, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 

info@ordway.org 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
1430 W. 28th St., Ste. B 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 339-5ОМС (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
An inclusive and affirming community 
ransforming lives through God's love. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIOR LIVING 

Friends & Co 

Fostering meaningful connections for 
older adults for 50+ years. Offering 
quick drop-in chat line, phone & visiting 
companionship services. 

2550 University Ave. W., Ste. 260-S 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

612) 721-1400 

www.friendsco.org 


Senior Community Services 

Providing non-medical services that meet 
he changing needs of older adults & 
support their caregivers. 

0201 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org/lav 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | (651)642-5990 | (800) 582- 
5260 

Employment Opportunities | Issmn.org/ 
careers 

Host Homes | (651)255-2363 

PICS (Partners in Community Supports) | 
(651) 967-5060 

Pooled Trust | (888) 806-6844 
Supported Decision-Making | (888) 
806-6844 


TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
Discover St. Louis Park 

Minnesota's Sweet Spot! Visit us for 
exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Ste. 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Greater St. Cloud 

Give yourself a break. Visit Greater St. 
Cloud. 

1411 W. St. Germain St., Ste. 104 

St. Cloud, MN 56301 

(320) 251-4170 

info@visitstcloud.com 
www.visitstcloud.com 


YOUTH 

The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


е У, 
(HAGENS 2222 
Estimates 7am-4:30pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


Bill's 
Gun Shop & Range 


We're uA Vins Valse 


Training - Safety - Fun 
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Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter 


- Hudson - Fargo 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002РМ & 3272MB 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


SN 


» 
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Uptown - MPLS 
Health & Beauty Spa with a Variety of Services 


6125/85673 “ bodyologympls.com 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto - Home · Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 
Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


Se State Farm: 


Davina Baldwin В 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


REAL ESTATE 


NÉ cx Wu 

ANGY. KER 

COLDWELL BANKER TEAM 
REALTY Live Well. Invest Wisely. 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 
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The center console is also in piano black with the ignition switch lo- 
cated on it. Instead of a knob to control the transmission, you get an 
actual shifter. The steering wheel is also influenced by the EV6, as 
well. 

There is seating for up to five people. The SynTex front seats are 
rather comfortable and offer plenty of adjustments, along with heat- 
ing and cooling. Rear seat room is good for two adults or three chil- 
dren. Behind the rear seats, you can load up to 22.8 cubic feet space. 
By folding down the rear seatbacks, that space expands to 63.7 cubic 
feet. 

For our tester, we got the hybrid driveline. That starts with a 1.6-li- 
ter four-cylinder engine with an electric motor. Total combined per- 
formance is rated at 139 horsepower and 195 pound-feet of torque. 
This is attached to a six-speed dual-clutch transmission, driving only 
the front wheels. 

This driveline is pretty decent. Not a barn burner, but it is moti- 
vated to get you around town with ease. It is also pretty good on the 
highway, We also observed a fuel consumption average of 45.6 MPG, 
which is quite efficient. 

We found the Niro's ride quality just fine. Rougher road surfaces 
put the Niro's suspension system at work by absorbing ruts and pot- 
holes. Handling was very good, a bit the softer side at times. The Niro 
manages tight maneuvers quite easily due to its smaller size. 

In turn, the Niro's steering system has a nice turning radius. On- 
center feel is also quite good, but there is a somewhat lighter feeling 
overall. The brakes were also very good overall. We liked the solid 
pedal feel, which returned good stops in normal, panic, and winter 
situations. 

Pricing for the new 2023 Kia Niro starts at $26,590. Our SX Tour- 
ing Hybrid tester came with a sticker price of $36,435. You have a 
choice of five hybrid, two plug-in hybrid and two battery-electric trim 
levels to choose from. 

Before you call the Kia Niro the "alternative" to your Toyota Prius, 
understand your needs. If you need a much more boxier cargo hold, 
a roomier space for four to five people, and the design that actually 
stands out a bit more, this new Niro might just be it. It is certainly 
a standout among other affordable electrified vehicles in its class. Е 
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Episode 6 


BY LAKEY BRIDGE 


Five important things happened to me last week: 

1) Ihad avery disappointing experience with lima beans: a vegetable 
that has never let me down. Lima beans are the only vegetable I eat out 
of a can. I love to add them to rice. (Cook the rice and then add lima 
beans and fresh dill. You will not be sorry.) I was preparing this dish to 
give me some comfort after experiencing Nos. 4 and 5 below. But when І 
opened the can, the lima beans were mushy—not the hardy, little green 
soldiers I've always relied on. I was too sad to return to the store. They 
let me down when I needed them the most. 

2) I had my first colonoscopy. I recently turned the age when you 
are told to get preventative screenings. So, ticked off the colonoscopy 
and mammogram boxes last week. It also was my first experience with 
anesthesia. It was propofol. The nurse called it the Michael Jackson an- 
esthesia because it's the one that killed him. I can understand why he 
got addicted to it. One of the side-effects is that it gives patients good 
dreams. I had a dream that I was on a date with the lady doctor who was 
doing the procedure. We had a nice time! Oh, and my results were fine. 

3) I learned that one of my renters (I own a few rental cottages in a 
resort town) was a former contestant on The Bachelor! After the rattling 
events of Nos. 4 and 5 below, I hightailed it to one of my open rentals to 
hide out. On this day, I felt like a sleepwalker—as if I was still under the 
dreamy properties of propofol. Everything seemed blurry and not quite 
real—like living in an impressionist painting. In mid-afternoon, there 
was a knock at my door. It was one of my renters' mothers. She'd seen 
my car and thought she'd drop over for a chat. I'd met her only once. 
How did she know my car? Who just drops over for a chat? But she had a 
plate of cookies, so I let her in. She stayed for two hours. She did most of 
the chatting. Somewhere amid detailing the weirdly fascinating mundan- 
ity of her life (she has many adventures at swap meets) she revealed that 
her daughter—my renter—was a contestant on an early season of The 
Bachelor! She made it to the final contestants and was “a fan favorite.” 
(This checks out. I Google it.) 

4) I received news that I have a “mass” in one of my breasts. “Don’t 
panic," my doctor said. “I’m not sure how I’m not to panic once the word 
*mass' is introduced into the conversation," I responded. My doctor said 
that the size and shape indicate that it's almost certainly benign. (This 
checks out. I Googled it.) I go in for other scans in a few weeks. It's prob- 
ably fine. But I’m scared. 

5) I left my spouse. This is what's called burying the lede in the news 
business! We experienced a major crisis two years ago and have been 
struggling to right the ship since. It's been miserable. I know what it 
feels like to want to leave a relationship, so I know that I didn't leave 
because I wanted to. I left because I had to. We just kept slamming into 
the same wall repeatedly and neither of us had the wherewithal to grab 
the wheel and swerve. But after the breast *mass" news, I grabbed the 
wheel. 

After the drama of screaming the phrase "I want to separate," some- 
thing magical happened. My leaving broke the terrible spell we'd been 
living under—for both of us. Suddenly, the problems that were insur- 
mountable seemed no more life-shaking than not being awarded a rose 
on The Bachelor. Sometimes you need to dangle your legs over the 
abyss before realizing the difference between dire and just a disappoint- 
ing can of lima beans. 

Im back home now. Finally waking from the stupor of the past two 
years. Unlike propofol, the anesthesia thats numbed me for many 
months has not been pleasant. Marriage isn't easy. You hit bad patches. 
You slam into walls. But like many breast *masses," it's often not deadly. 
You will be fine. E 
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Discover a state park or trail at mmDNR.gov/parksandtrails 
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From long summer trips to short weekend getaways, the 
moments and memories we share together are the mome 
that shape us, aad make us who we are. Memorigggn 
become part fact. Part feeling. But 100% real to you. 
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